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Introduction to the National Rural Network

As outlined, The National Rural Network (NRN) is a required component of the Rural Development Programme

for Ireland 2007-2013 (RDP). This forum will serve the four axes of the Programme. It will seek to engage with all

organisations and administrations involved both directly and indirectly in the delivery of measures under the

RDP. The NRN will seek to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the Rural Development Programme and

to maximise its positive impact on the Agriculture and Rural Development communities here in Ireland.

Established towards the end of 2008 the NRN will be provided by the Rural Development Support Unit (RDSU)

based in Tipperary Institute. Tipperary Institute were awarded this contract through a process of public tender.

The Priorities of the National Rural Network in Ireland

The purpose of the National Rural Network is to assist in the efficient and effective implementation of the Rural

Development Programme. It will operate across all axes and will seek to promote synergies across measures,

encouraging individuals and organisations to work together and expand the possibilities available to farmers and

rural development practitioners. The NRN will have a key role in supporting stakeholders to address issues of

common and pressing concern. These issues will be addressed in a comprehensive manner focusing on

practical opportunities and challenges. They will be addressed by people with a real understanding of the

situation “on the ground” and recommendations will be directed toward those who can best move things forward.

The NRN will seek to develop relationships between stakeholders based on a common interest in building a

dynamic and sustainable future for Agriculture and Rural Development.

The NRN will take into account the differences between the measures, their objectives, participants and

approaches. The administrations and organisations involved in the delivery of Axes 1 and 2 are quiet different to

the organisations responsible for Axes 3 and 4 and indeed the axes are overseen by different Government

Departments. In order for the NRN to engage such a broad range of stakeholders we must provide a service and

supports which are relevant, timely and add value to what organisations are doing in their own right. It is our

intention with the guidance of stakeholders to provide such a service.

A significant focus of the work of the NRN will be to secure and co-ordinate the flow of information, including

performance indicators, between local beneficiaries, intermediate bodies and the managing authority. There is

also a strong emphasis on documenting and disseminating best practice across the four axes and in linking with

the NRN in other member states and centrally at EU level.

The Network will produce publications, a comprehensive website, seminars and an annual conference. There will

also be strategic issues working groups established in order to pursue issues of concern within the sector in a

focused and constructive way.


